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Fully-subsidised CGM access now available to
young people with type 1 diabetes
JDRF is delighted with today’s announcement by the Minister for Health and Minister for
Sport, the Hon Greg Hunt MP, that the Australian Government will provide access to fullysubsidised continuous glucose monitoring (CGM) technology from 1 April 2017.
The scheme welcomes eligible children and young people with type 1 diabetes (T1D) under
21 years of age to apply for the subsidy, and will be administered through the National
Diabetes Services Scheme (NDSS). This program is expected to positively impact 4,000
Australian families living with the burden of T1D.
There will be two categories for eligibility: children aged 10 and younger, and those under
21 who face extra challenges in managing their T1D.
This announcement is a result of the Coalition Government’s re-election promise in May
2016, to provide $54 million in funding for the life-changing technology. Despite the
benefits, the annual cost of around $4,000 for CGM technology is beyond the reach of many
Australians.
JDRF Australia and other partners from the Australian diabetes community — Diabetes
Australia, the Australian Diabetes Society, the Australian Paediatric Endocrine Society, the
Australian Diabetes Educators Association and the DANII Foundation — had all advocated
for funding of CGM.
Mike Wilson, CEO of JDRF Australia said “This investment in type 1 diabetes technology will
transform the daily lives of Australian children with the disease. CGM can play a critical role
in helping avoid dangerous high or low blood glucose levels and help keep people safe and
healthy for longer while we make research progress towards finding a cure.”
“Thanks to the alliance of type 1 diabetes organisations working together we were able to
secure bipartisan support for this milestone initiative. We’re also grateful for the support of
our many passionate JDRF advocates, who kept this front of mind with MPs all across the
country. This outcome is further validation that JDRF’s focus on patient impact in everything
we do, but especially advocacy and research, plays a critical role in increasing access to T1D
therapies for our community.
Mr. Wilson said he hopes this platform will deliver clinical outcomes that will open the gates
for wider access in future.
To apply for the subsidy, families need to visit an authorised health professional who will
assess eligibility and then complete an assessment form. Families will receive an email to
advise of the outcome and next steps, with eligible families new to CGM technology
expected to receive a starter pack within two weeks of email confirmation. Existing eligible
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CGM users will be advised when they can begin to access subsidised consumables through
NDSS pharmacies.
Further information is available at www.ndss.com.au/CGM or phone the NDSS Helpline on
1300 136 588.
ENDS
JDRF and Type 1 Diabetes
Currently there are 120,000 Australians living with T1D. Every day six new cases of T1D are diagnosed in Australia, typically
striking people in their childhood. An autoimmune disease, there is no cure for T1D, which is that is not preventable and
cannot be stopped through changes in diet or sugar consumption.
JDRF is the leading global organisation funding type 1 diabetes (T1D) research. JDRF Australia is built on a grassroots model
of people connecting in their local communities, collaborating regionally for efficiency and broader fundraising impact, and
uniting on an international stage to pool resources, passion and energy. Our mission is to accelerate life-changing
breakthroughs to cure, prevent and treat T1D and its complications. To accomplish this, JDRF has invested nearly $2 billion
since our inception. We collaborate with academic institutions, policymakers, and corporate and industry partners to
develop and deliver a pipeline of innovative therapies to people living with T1D. Our staff and volunteers in seven countries
are dedicated to advocacy, community engagement and our vision of a world without T1D. For more information, please
visit jdrf.org.au.
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